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UM CENTER DEVELOPS FIRE RESTRICTIONS WEB SITE 
MISSOULA-
Summer in the Northern Rockies means camping, fishing, hiking and other 
activities on public lands. It also means an increased risk of wildfire, which can lead to 
restrictions and closures on those same areas.
Now through a new Web site, http://www.firerestrictions.org, the public can 
check on the restrictions and closures that are in place during the 2008 wildland fire 
season in Montana, Idaho, North Dakota and northwestern South Dakota.
On the user-friendly, map-based Web site, the public can search for areas of 
interest and find the most current information on fire restrictions and closures.
Restrictions cover activities such as building campfires, smoking, operating an internal 
combustion engine, welding, using explosives and operating vehicles off-road or off-trail.
Wildland fire restrictions are implemented in two stages: “stage I” and “stage II” 
in Montana, Idaho and northwestern South Dakota. North Dakota refers to restrictions as 
“very high” and “extreme.”
Weather, vegetation, moisture, number of human-caused and natural fire starts, 
firefighting resource availability and other factors are considered to determine if wildland 
fire restrictions are needed. Restrictions are implemented for a specific geographical area 
and coordinated by federal, state and county agencies in that area. The Web site identifies 
each geographical area by map and written text to assist the public.
The Web site is a cooperative effort between the Northern Rockies Coordination 
Group and the National Center for Landscape Fire Analysis at The University of 
Montana.
NCLFA developed the public Web site and the backend data entry site for 
restrictions and media coordinators. A research program in UM’s College of Forestry and 
Conservation, NCLFA works to apply innovative science and technology to on-the- 
ground natural resource management. The center works to develop data management 
systems, such as the Fire Restrictions Web site, which make wildland fire management 
more efficient and effective.
The Northern Rockies Coordination Group works to further interagency 
cooperation, communications and coordination. It also provides interagency fire 
management direction and all-risk support for the Northern Rockies geographical area.
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